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SUMMARY: ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON TELEPHONED SAG 
AMBASSADOR ALIREZA IN NEW YORK JANUARY 16 TO CONVEY MESSAGE 
THAT USG SAW NO PROBLEM IN ALIREZA'S PROPOSING TO SAG THAT 
IT WORK FOR TERMINATION OF PRESENT SECURITY COUNCIL 
DEBATE WITHOUT VOTING ON ANY RESOLUTION. THIS IDEA HAD 
BREN RAISED BY ALIREZA AS A PERSONAL ONE, WITHOUT SAG 
AUTHORIZATION, DURING ATHERTON-ALIREZA TALK ON JANUARY 
13. END SUMMARY. 

1 . MR. ATHERTON OPENED CONVERSATION WITH ALIREZA BY 
STATING THAT EVEN THOUGH THERE WAS YET NO AGREED SINGLE 
TEXT TO BE PROPOSED IN NEW YORK, FROM ALL WE COULD SEE AT 
PRESENT IT LOOKED INCREASINGLY AS IE USG WOULD HAVE TO 
VETO ANY RESOLUTION EMERGING EROM SECURITY COUNCIL DEBATE 
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IN ARAB-ISRAELI NEGOTIATIONS. WE HAD REELECTED ON 
AMBASSADOR ALIREZA'S PERSONAL IDEA, SAID MR. ATHERTON, THAT 

THE DEBATE END WITHOUT A RESOLUTION. MR. ATHERTON 
STATED THAT HE HAD DISCUSSED THIS THOUGHT WITH HIS 
SUPERIORS AND HE WAS NOW AUTHORIZED TO SAY THAT WE WOULD 
SEE NO PROBLEM IN THE AMBASSADOR'S EXPLORING THIS IDEA 
WITH THE SAG. 

2. ACKNOWLEDGING THE EOREGOING, ALIREZA STATED THAT HE 
COULD SEE MANY DIEFICULTIES, SINCE IT NOW APPEARED THAT 
SEVERAL RESOLUTIONS WOULD BE OEEERED, SOME BY "YOUR 
ERIENDS - SOME OE THE PERMANENT MEMBERS OE THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL" WITH THE INTENTION OF PUTTING THE USG ON THE 
SPOT. MR. ATHERTON INDICATED HIS AWARENESS OE THIS, 

AND STATED THAT EVEN THE MODERATE, FALL-BACK VERSIONS 
SEEMED LIKELY TO CONTAIN MORE THAN THE USG COULD 
ACQUIESCE IN. 

3. ALIREZA REPLIED THAT HE WOULD COMMUNICATE WITH THE 
SAG IMMEDIATELY, BUT NOTED IT WAS FRIDAY AND THAT HE 
MIGHT NOT OBTAIN A REPLY UNTIL EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

4. IN CLOSING, MR. ATHERTON ASKED THAT ALIREZA PLEASE 
INSURE THAT THE SAG UNDERSTAND THAT IT WAS ABSOLUTELY 
THE USG INTENTION, AFTER THE DEBATE, TO MAKE A MAJOR 
EFFORT, BEGINNING WITH OUR TALKS WITH PRIME MINISTER 
RABIN, TO GET A SERIOUS NEGOTIATION PROCESS STARTED. 

ALIREZA REPLIED THAT HE HAD ALREADY REPORTED THIS, BUT 
WOULD EMPHASIZE IT AGAIN. MR. ATHERTON EMPHASIZED THAT IT 
WAS THE USG VIEW THAT ALL QUESTIONS, WITHOUT EXCEPTION, 

BOTH PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE, COULD BE ADDRESSED 

IN SUCH NEGOTIATIONS. ALIREZA PROMISED TO BE IN TOUCH. KISSINGER 
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